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“I think the best thing that Magic Carpet 
offers is a safe environment where there’s no 
pressure or expectation. You can come and 
do as much or as little as you like. Before, I 

needed my support worker to be with me but 
now I’m more confident. 

There’s absolutely no pressure and you’ll meet 
people who are on a similar journey to you. 

It’s a safe place to be, where there’s no stress 
and you could discover a new passion that you 

can explore further. Everyone is so nice and 
welcoming - you won’t regret it and you’d be 

surprised just how important it is and how 
much it can help you in your personal life.”

“Inspiring growth, 
well-being and 

awareness, through 
the power of creativity 
for people challenged 

by health or social 
circumstances”

Through the creative arts we aim to nurture:  

WELL-BEING
by encouraging emotional and social development

GROWTH
by promoting resilience, confidence and self-esteem

COMPASSION
by appreciating the pressures of life

Over 35 years ago a group of ex-students from 
Exeter University recognised the value of 
creativity to help people affected by health or 
social circumstances.

Over the years we have run thousands of workshops 
and worked with many people introducing high 
quality arts projects into their lives. The name of 
Magic Carpet is known throughout Exeter for our 
good work. We continue to develop, each week we 
have eight regular groups operating in Exeter and 
East Devon with over a 100 participants who take 
part in visual arts activities, drama and a choir. 

If you’d like to find out more about us, take a look 
at our website, follow us on twitter or just give us 
a call!

OUR
GALLERY

Hi, I’m Adrian



Hello,

This is my first year as Chair of Trustees and 
it is a great honour to be part of this fantastic 
organisation. I have been involved with 
Magic Carpet now for three years, briefly as a 
volunteer and more recently as a trustee and I 
am constantly impressed by the imagination, 
passion and commitment of the collective of art 
workers, course leaders, volunteers, staff and 
trustees.

Towards the end of 2016 we celebrated Magic 
Carpet’s 35th Anniversary with an exhibition of 
artwork under the theme of ‘Reflections’; personal 
portraits by participants from across our groups 
shown at the Chapter House at Exeter Cathedral. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate all that is 
magical about Magic Carpet and to reach out to a 
new audience.

2017 has been all about building on those 
celebrations and driving the organisation towards 
the next 35 years. There has been much great work 
done throughout the year: The work of the Inky 
Fingers Group continues to grow and develop, 
creating a range of fantastic and fun calendars 
and notebooks for sale at local events and on 
our website – take a look and bag yourself a cool 
Ladybird notebook!

We also joined forces with Get Changed Theatre 
Company, an organisation based in Okehampton 
doing wonderful work with adults with learning 

disabilities. The projects they stage aim to 
challenge public attitudes and raise the profile of 
the disabled community. Based around weekly 
workshops with 20 participants Get Changed 
has performed at a variety of spaces and events - 
Castle Drogo, D’Arts Fest, Exeter Barnfield Theatre, 
Plymouth Hoe as well as at Okehampton’s Battle 
of the Bands over the last two years.

As an organisation we are always looking for ways 
to reach out to new participants. This year we 
staged an 8 week Dance Project incorporating 
Zumba, Bollywood and Free Dance at the Phoenix 
Art Centre. This, we hope will be the first of many 
such exercises to understand what activity groups 
people would like. If you have ideas, please let 
us know. We are always looking for new and 
imaginative ways to help people explore their 
creative side!

All this, plus this year has also seen our long over-
due office move. Magic Carpet’s head quarters are 
now based at the Phoenix Art Centre in Exeter. 
There you’ll find Rob and Stuart hard at work – so 
please pop in to say hello. The door of the office is 
always open.

Finally I would like to extend gratitude on behalf 
of Magic Carpet to everyone involved: To the art 
workers and session leaders, to the
tireless work of the volunteers,
to Rob for running the ship,
Stuart for endless enthusiasm
and to my fellow trustees,
here’s to another great year
and many more to come.

Giles Ward
Chair of Trustees

promoting
creativity



 

 

our community 
groups

SINGING MAKES 
YOU FEEL GOOD 
TUESDAYS 10AM - 12PM EXETER

Our Choir is an informal, friendly session for 
those who love to sing. This welcoming group 
is open to all members of the community.

our 
mental 
health
groups

OPEN STUDIOS 
THURSDAYS 1PM - 3PM EXETER

The group is part funded by the Self Heal Association 
and offers a friendly space where people can paint, 
draw or create without pressure. The group also 
mixes self-directed work with skills projects.

INKY FINGERS 
TUESDAYS 1.30PM - 4PM 
EXETER

Inky Fingers creates work for sale, 
for example; notebooks and gift 
tags using recycled materials. The 
group also takes on a number of 
small RISO reprographic projects 
for local charity and commercial 
organisations.

our groups



 

our learning disability groups

EXMOUTH 
EXTRAORDINARY 
THEATRE COMPANY 
FRIDAYS 2PM - 4PM EXMOUTH

Exmouth Extraordinary Theatre 
Company uses drama to build self-
confidence and have fun. The group 
give regular performances.

HONITON PROJECT 
WEDNESDAYS AND THURSDAYS, 11AM - 4PM 
HONITON

In Honiton we run two full days of creative activities 
each week, delivered by a range of trained artists, 
writers, musicians and drama practitioners. The groups 
have local exhibitions and occasional drama or musical 
performances.

THURSPIANS  
THURSDAYS 10AM - 12PM EXETER

Through drama we encourage working 
and playing together, with an emphasis on 
developing communication skills, improving 
social skills and increasing self-confidence.

TUESDAY CLUB 
TUESDAYS 2PM - 4PM EXETER

Tuesday Club has been running for 
over 15 years. This visual arts group 
allows our participants to explore 
visual creativity in a safe and friendly 
space.

CREATIVE CHANGES 
FRIDAYS 10:30AM - 12:30PM EXETER

This group uses, arts, drama and storytelling to 
develop fun friendly and thought-provoking 
ideas, particularly encouraging our participants 
to work together.

SNAPDRAGON 
FRIDAYS 2PM - 4PM EXETER

This social and creative group encourages 
our participants to explore lots of 
different creative ideas in a friendly social 
space.

This list may change due to the success of funding bids

OUR
GALLERY



chief executive’s
report
The big event for Magic Carpet this year was 
our 35th Anniversary event in October, it was 
amazing to be able to hold the exhibition and 
our special evening event in the Chapter House 
at Exeter Cathedral, a building with a history that 
stretches back even further than Magic Carpet’s.

The event was an opportunity to make new friends 
and to meet some of the founders of Magic 
Carpet 35 years ago. This was a great success and 
we received lots of positive comments and press 
coverage. For some time we have been concerned 
with the lack of grant funding and over the last few 
year, we spent time to look at how we can become 
largely self-sufficient financially, without having a 
huge impact on our participants. We implemented 
a Membership Scheme with standing orders for 
our participants and took away money handling 
from the groups. This means that our workers 
generally don’t handle lots of money from the 
groups, this frees up our workers and enables them 
to spend more quality time with our participants.. 

In September 2016 our Peoples Health Trust 
project ended, this project ran workshops for over 
300 people introducing members of the Newtown 
Community to the arts and each other. The project 
ran sessions in Belmont Park weekly for two years; 
we tried to secure funding to continue to develop 
this project but were not successful. We are 
committed to creating more arts and wellbeing 
projects that are open to all members of the 
community.

Early in 2017 we started to work with Get Changed 
Theatre Company in Okehampton, Get Changed 
have a great reputation for producing high quality 
performances for people with a learning disability 
and we are very proud and excited to look at how 
we can support each other to grow, share values, 
good practices and more over the coming years. 

Every week of the year, Magic Carpet is running 
activities and groups that help our participants 
become part of something special, feel good about 
themselves and see the world through fresh eyes. 
An enormous amount of credit and thanks go to 
our wonderful workers and volunteers who are all 
able to invigorate and motivate our participants 
with high levels of people skills and creativity.  
Without their hard work and dedication, none of 
what we have achieved would be possible.

And a great big thanks to the Trustees who work 
behind the scenes supporting and ensuring we are 
fit for purpose and the resources are available to 
make sure Magic Carpet is able to do what we do 
best. Without their largely unseen dedication, none 
of what we do could happen.

Robert Wynne
Chief Executive Officer

creating
creative
opportunities



accounts
2016-17

INCOME

 Charitable Activities 60% £  66,976

 Grants 11% £  11,890

 Donations & 6% £  7,278 
 Investments

 Restricted funds  22% £  25,076 

 Sale of goods  1% £  910 

 Investment income  >1% £  30

 TOTAL  £   112,160 

EXPENDITURE

 Programme costs 38% £  35,680

 Employment Costs 27% £  25,456

 Session Workers 27% £  25,315

 Property Expenses 3% £  2,791

 Office Expenses 4% £  3,881

 Governance 2% £  1,518

 TOTAL  £ 94,641

thanks to:
THE BIG LOTTERY FUND

SELF HEAL ASSOCIATION

CLAIRE MILNE TRUST

EXETER FOUNDATION 

EXETER CITY COUNCIL

FOYLE FOUNDATION

THE PEOPLE’S HEALTH TRUST



Registered Charity Number: 1122778     Company Limited by Guarantee Number: 6457745

Chalk + Ward is pleased 
to support Magic Carpet

 
If you would like to find out

more about us please get in touch: 

01392 422938

info@magiccarpet-arts.co.uk

facebook.com/ magiccarpetexeter

@ EX1magiccarpet

magiccarpet-arts.co.uk


